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Canada’s opportunity 

• Growing the agri-food sector, 
improving farm income while 
enhancing eco-systems and 
nutritional quality of food
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Vision of the Advisory 

Council on Economic 

Growth, February 6, 2017: 

“Canada will become the trusted 

global leader in safe, nutritious, 

and sustainable food for the 21st 

century”—would reflect the 

strength of our starting position, 

as well as the global trends we 

can exploit.”
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Canada’s opportunity 

Achieving What’s Possible for Canada’s Agri-Food Sector 4

Foreign domestic 
support systems that 
are effectively export 

subsidies  

Global discipline in 
domestic support 

accretive to 
Canadian pork
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The rise of Asia has created a huge sustainable food 
problem and is changing the supply, demand and 
location of food production 
picture provided by NASA
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World population will grow from 7 
billion to 9 billion  and most will live in 
cities requiring food, water and energy 
(electricity)



“We need to feed 9 billion people by 2050”

What word is missing in this often-quoted statement?
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“We need to sustainably feed 9 billion people 
by 2050”
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WEF/CSIRO National Outlook 2015 
(diagram has been  modified)

Water-energy-food nexus
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Agriculture uses 70% of freshwater withdrawals



13Source: The Los Angeles Times

The water footprint of foods
Means Canada will have a growing protein advantage
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China’s coal fired power generation located  in areas of water stress
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Countries with significant biological deficits 
(using biological reserves well beyond biological capacity)                
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France

China

U.S.A.

India



Countries with surplus ecological reserves—not the ones relying on 
continued ecological deficit spending—will emerge as the robust and 
sustainable economies and societies of the future.
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Canada



Global emission intensity of protein by commodity
Canada –one of the most emission efficient producers of protein 
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19Source: The Los Angeles Times

The water footprint of foods
Means Canada will have a growing protein advantage



B. Sustainable agriculture

Scored 0-100, where 100=best

1 Germany 65.50 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

2 Canada 62.35 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

3 Japan 60.56 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

4 Australia 60.40 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

5 Russia 60.16 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

6 South Korea 60.02 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

7 Italy 59.81 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

8 United Kingdom 59.04 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

9 Colombia 59.01 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

10 Mexico 57.40 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

11 France 56.67 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

12 Brazil 56.15 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

13 Israel 56.02 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

14 Turkey 55.18 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||

15 Argentina 55.00 |||||||||||||||||||||||||||

16 Indonesia 53.87 ||||||||||||||||||||||||||

17 China 51.97 |||||||||||||||||||||||||

18 Ethiopia 50.96 |||||||||||||||||||||||||

19 United States of America 50.73 |||||||||||||||||||||||||

20 Nigeria 49.34 ||||||||||||||||||||||||

21 Saudi Arabia 45.83 ||||||||||||||||||||||

22 South Africa 45.60 ||||||||||||||||||||||

23 Egypt 44.83 ||||||||||||||||||||||

24 United Arab Emirates 41.39 ||||||||||||||||||||

25 India 40.51 ||||||||||||||||||||

RANK COUNTRY SCORE
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Economist Intelligence Unit & 
Barilla Centre 

2016 Agricultural Sustainability Index

Key issues cited against Canada 

• Water pollution 
• Biodiversity
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Trust: the requirement to maintain “social licence” 



Breach of trust takes many forms: fraud 
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Food safety breaches & meat recalls:
becoming viewed as negligence not accidents
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Food fraud and food safety may pale against
greater risks that could permanently undermine trust 



Global existential threats: 
infectious zoonotic diseases & antimicrobial resistance
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• 75% of emerging diseases are 
zoonotic 

• Increases in mortality from 
infectious disease- first since 
19th century

• Antimicrobial resistance



27Source NASA  Earth Observatory

Chile

U.S.A.

Permanently destroying trust on a global scale: 
GHGs, water depletion, water and soil pollution & biodiversity loss

China

Europe



“Trust” requires accountability –
unlocks value in provenance, ethics, health & sustainability
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Next generation DNA 
traceability  linked to 

International Bar Code of Life
in use by Canadian Food 

Inspection Agency



Trust requires transparency 
Social media: industry’s worst 
nightmare or, an asset to build 
trust & incent improvement?

• Trust demands authenticity, 
transparency.

• Social media exposes fraud, 
scandal & greenwash.

• Social media rewards 
accountability & good efforts; 

• The proliferation of company & 
country brands ranked for 
myriad trust measures are 
posted and retweeted 
stimulating a race to the top; 
e.g. World Ranking of Food 
Safety Performance gave top 
spot to Canada and Ireland.
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Source: Conference Board of Canada
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OECD Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2016
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Key findings of the EU Research for the Agri Committee of 
the European Parliament 2017

• “Based on FADN data over the period 2004-2013, the 
contribution of direct payments to farm net income was 
47%, other public transfers 15% and market income 38%.”

• “The average share of direct payments was as low as 7% 
on horticultural farms and as high as 101% on ‘other 
grazing livestock’ farms over this period.” 

• “The greening choices made by Member States and 
farmers do not suggest that the opportunities to deliver 
significant environmental value have been taken in most 
cases”

The fact that some major E.U. agricultural exports are not deemed to be 
subsidized suggests we cannot see the forest for the trees. 



CAPI work plan 
2017

1) Nutritional Quality

2) New Technologies Acceptance

3) Carbon Sequestration/Natural Capital

4) Global Subsidies
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